
The publicizing of Confederate memorials has been stirring a huge debate. Recently, the 

truth about these Confederates has been revealed. The Confederates were not heroes, but racists 

against African Americans through the means of slavery, discrimination, and downgrading. 

Some people believe that they should be taken down because of the dark, violent history they 

carry; others do not see the harm in keeping them up and support the preservation of them. 

Confederate monuments should not be placed in the public eye and exposed to everyone because 

they are unethical and encourage white supremacy.  

The act of keeping up these memorials is immoral because they honor violent oppressors. 

For example, a controversial figure in history, Nathan Bedford Forrest, is described as “brilliant 

and brutal”(Hickox). Forrest is well-known as a Confederate hero, but is actually the opposite. 

He was the first wizard of the Ku Klux Klan, and was also the leader of the battle at Fort Pillow, 

which had later become a massacre targeted specifically towards black troops. As described by 

Confederate Sargent Achilles V. Clark, when the black troops begged for mercy, “they were 

ordered to their feet and then shot down”(Hickox). History proves that tyrants, such as Forrest, 

have been discriminating towards specific groups which they feel superior towards; in other 

words, this is white supremacy. Therefore, allowing the presentation of these memorials is 

allowing the support of white supremacy, which is unethical.  

By placing these monuments in public, we are not taking into consideration those whose 

ancestors have been oppressed by the Confederates. In Charlottesville, North Carolina, there was 

a protest in which protesters took direct action in removing a Confederate statue and even “spat, 

kicked and gestured at the mangled figure after its base was ripped from the granite 

block”(Horton). These harsh actions reflect upon how frustrated these protesters are with the 
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unjust rulers. If people have to directly attack these statues to express how offensive the symbols 

are, this proves that their voiced opinions haven’t been taken into consideration. History should 

be honored by all, and everyone who passes by these memorial figured must not feel offended. 

By pushing aside the opinions of a specific group, people are ignoring their emotions. Thus, this 

is inconsiderate of these passionate activists who have taken so much action to express their 

thoughts.  

The placement of Confederate memorials is an ignorant way to present a city, with evil 

historical figures proudly standing in public. Some people try to deny history and argue that the 

Civil War was not focused on slaves, or that the owning of slaves was not the objective of 

Confederates fighting the war. However, according to a direct quote by Confederate Vice 

President  Alexander Stephens, “the negro is not equal to the white man; that slavery, 

subordination to the superior race, is his natural and normal condition”. This statement itself is 

one that stresses the significance of white supremacy in the entire war. The fact that people do 

not know why the Confederates themselves were even evil, despite their violent means, shows 

how unaware this country is of the dark history. Therefore, the removal of the statues will 

re-educate communities “that were once bound and gagged on this issue”(Staples). People will 

then have a chance to fix these assumptions.  

Some people state that Confederate monuments need to be up to teach about the violent, 

dark history. Perhaps there is a solution to this issue; not everyone wants it in the public eye, so 

placing these monuments in museums would be a more appropriate place to put these to educate 

the people. Only those who wish to view these monuments and get a history lesson from it will. 

Another way to educate people through with these monuments is to follow what New York City 
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has decided to do recently with the Christopher Columbus monument in the Columbus Circle: a 

plaque next to the statue that states what exactly the person being displayed has done. This way, 

the public is not praising someone whom one certain people feels offended by, but rather stating 

the truth.  

Keeping Confederate symbols up for a purpose of a memorial itself is to praise and honor 

the corrupt people. It also encourages white supremacy, which should not be displayed in public 

where people of all races are forced to view them everyday. Those who would like to be 

educated about Confederate figures can do so if these statues and plaques are moved to museums 

instead. Or if, due to circumstances, the removals are difficult, the public should not be hidden 

from all of the dark truths in which these Confederate figures are involved. This way, no one is 

being praised for their wrongful actions. People need to reconsider history and the people who 

are lauded, as well as whom this may affect.  

 
 
 
 

3 


